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SB 31 is a substantial step forward in reforming Missouri's out of control litigation environment. It will do away with
the distorting effect of phantom medical damages, namely the highly marked up bills that bear little relationship to
the cost of treatment. This will reduce the cost of litigation, which is ultimately borne by consumers.

Further, SB 31 protects injured persons when there are multiple injured persons and limited coverage or other
assets of the defendant. Without SB 31, a person who collects phantom medical damages as a part of his award
might deprive another person down the line of his or her ability to recover if the phantom medical damages
exhaust the coverage or depletes the defendant's remaining assets.




