
 
  

National Motor Vehicle Title Information System 
 

The U.S. Department of Justice requires all insurers to make monthly reports  
to the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS)  

on the junk and salvage automobiles they obtain. 
 

NAMIC opposes the expansion of reporting requirements for insurers when declaring  
a salvage or “total loss” vehicle to the NMVTIS.  It would place an undue burden  

on insurers to report information that is not routinely collected.  
 
 
Background 
The Anti-Car Theft Act of 1992 (PL 102-519) required the Department of Transportation (DOT)  to establish not 
later than January 1996 an information system intended to enable states and others (including insurers and 
prospective car purchasers) to access automobile titling information as a way to reduce automobile theft and the 
sale of junk or salvage vehicles to unwitting purchasers.  As part of the Anti-Car Theft Act of 1992, DOT was 
authorized to designate a third party to operate the system. Since 1992, the American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) has acted in the capacity of the “operator” of the system. AAMVA is a 
nonprofit, tax exempt, educational association representing U.S. and Canadian officials who are responsible for 
the administration and enforcement of motor vehicle laws.  
 
The Anti-Car Theft Improvements Act of 1996 amended the original Act by (1) renaming the automobile titling 
system the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS), (2) transferring responsibility for 
implementing the system from DOT to the Department of Justice (DOJ), and (3) moving the date of 
implementation to December 31, 1997.  However the DOJ never adopted the regulations required to implement 
the Act and on September 22, 2008, a federal judge ruled in favor of three consumer groups and required the DOJ 
to make NMVTIS data available to consumers by March 31, 2009. 
 
The intent of NMVTIS is to allow for an electronic means to verify and exchange titling, brand, and theft data 
among motor vehicle administrators, law enforcement officials, prospective purchasers, and insurance carriers. 
Currently, NMVTIS is in full or partial operation in 40 states.  The data is not available to consumers.  The biggest 
hurdle to implementation of NMVTIS has been the lack of funding for the system. The information that is 
available to the states through NMVTIS includes data on a motor vehicle’s title, odometer reading, theft, VIN, and 
brand history (such as a salvage designation).  
 
On September 22, 2008, the DOJ issued a proposed rule that would implement the NMVTIS reporting 
requirements on junk yards, salvage yards and insurance carriers.  Under the proposed rule, “insurance carriers” 
would have to report monthly to NMVTIS on the junk and salvage automobiles (including all automobiles found 
to be a total loss) they obtained from the current model year or any of the past four model years.  The proposed 
rule also strongly encouraged insurers to report additional information as to the reason the insurers obtained 
possession of the motor vehicle, such as because it had been subject to flood, water, collision or fire damage or as 
a result of theft and recovery.  The proposed rule also clarifies the various responsibilities of the operator of 



 

NMVTIS, the states, and junk and salvage yards regarding NMVTIS. The operator of 
NMVTIS “also will be responsible for ensuring that a means exists for allowing 
insurers and purchasers to access information prior to purchasing a motor vehicle, 
including information regarding brands and odometer readings.” 
 
NMVTIS Reporting Requirements  
On March 31, 2009, the rule took effect and all insurance carriers were required to 
fully comply with NMVTIS reporting requirements.  Currently, insurers must report 
an inventory of all automobiles of the current model year or any of the four prior 
model years that the carrier, during the past month, has obtained possession of and has 
decided are junk or salvage vehicles (including total loss vehicles). The inventory 
must contain the following information: 
  

1. The name, address, and contact information for the reporting entity (insurance 
carrier) 

  
2. VIN 
 
3. The date on which the automobile was obtained or designated as a junk or 

salvage automobile (including those determined to be a total loss) 
 
4. The name of the individual or entity from whom the automobile was obtained 

and who possessed it when the automobile was designated as a junk or salvage 
automobile 

 
5. The name of the owner of the automobile at the time of the filing of the report  

 
The DOJ undertakes NMVTIS enforcement efforts with extremely strict penalties for 
non-compliance.  For insurers, failure to report junk, salvage, and total loss vehicles is 
punishable by fines of up to $1,000 per violation.    
 
NAMIC worked in the past opposing the collection of information not traditionally 
collected by insurance companies as this would pose an undue and likely unnecessary 
new financial burden on them.  The association remains committed to working with 
the DOJ in running an efficient and effective system.     
 
 
 

For more information on the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System go to  
http://www.namic.org/federal/fedissues.asp, or contact 

 

Jonathan Bergner 
Federal Affairs Director 

jbergner@namic.org 
 

http://www.namic.org/federal/fedissues.asp

