
 
  

The PARTS Act 
 
 

Auto manufacturers are seeking to eliminate competition through the use of design patents,  
increasing costs for consumers without providing any additional benefit.  

 
NAMIC strongly supports allowing competition in the auto parts market through legislation such as 

the PARTS Act, to protect consumer choice in replacement auto repair parts. 
 
 

Background 
Prior to the development of a competitive repair-parts market, auto manufacturers had no competition 
for parts to repair a vehicle after a crash.  
 
Consumers who needed to repair their vehicles had to obtain replacement parts from original 
equipment manufacturers (OEMs), without the option for lower-priced replacement parts, often 
referred to as aftermarket parts, crash parts, or generic parts. After the development of a more 
competitive market, results have increased customer choice, lowered costs, and lowered OEM prices 
for parts. 
 
With the use of alternative repair parts, American consumers have benefited greatly from lower repair 
costs, and consequently, lower insurance costs, as a result of a competitive repair-parts market. 
Typically, these parts are 26 percent to 50 percent less expensive than those issued by manufacturers. 
 
However, automobile manufacturers have worked to keep aftermarket parts off the market by obtaining 
design patents, eliminating competition through the enforcement of these patents on specific 
replacement collision parts. Competition in the auto repair market saves consumers more than $2.26 
billion each year, an amount that has grown since the development of a competitive repair-parts market 
in the United States. This could be reversed by the design patent laws when use of these parts would be 
considered an act of infringement. 
 
When Ford began suing the importers of alternative parts at the International Trade Commission, 
alternative parts manufacturers, distributors, and the insurance industry came together to form the 
Quality Parts Coalition to seek a legislative fix to the problem. 



 

Legislative History 
Since 2007, NAMIC has worked closely with the Quality Parts 
Coalition in an executive role on the board of directors for the coalition, 
whose goal to develop and secure permanent legislative change to U.S. 
design patent law to preserve competition and to protect the consumer’s 
right to quality, low-cost alternative collision repair parts.  Through the 
coalition’s efforts, Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., introduced the Access 
to Repair Parts Act, both in the 110th and 111th Congresses.  In the 
Senate, the coalition was also successful in getting Sen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse, D-R.I., to introduce identical legislation in the 111th 
Congress. This “repair clause” legislation would have amended current 
patent law to preserve competition in the automotive replacement parts 
market.  The coalition was also able to have a hearing held on the bill 
in March, 2010 before the House Judiciary Committee. 
 

Outlook 
In the 112th Congress, NAMIC has remained committed to fighting to 
pass legislation that would protect the use of aftermarket repair parts.  
To that end, the QPC has worked closely with Rep. Darrell Issa, R-
Calif., on slightly modified legislation entitled the Promoting 
Automotive Repair, Trade and Sales Act of 2012.  It was introduced – 
cosponsored by Rep. Lofgren – in the House as H.R. 3889 in early 
January.   
 
The coalition has launched an extensive campaign to raise awareness 
on this issue, not just on Capitol Hill, but with consumers across the 
country as well.  NAMIC continues to make progress in moving the 
PARTS Act through the legislative process by securing more 
cosponsors and securing introduction in the Senate.      
 

For more information on aftermarket auto parts go to  
http://www.namic.org/federal/fedissues.asp, or contact 
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