
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 3, 2016 
 
 
Members of the Senate Transportation and Public Utilities and Technology Committee 
Utah Capitol 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Via email 
 
RE: Concerns over SB 210 
 
Committee Members: 
 
The National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies (NAMIC) appreciates the 
opportunity share its concerns over SB 210, pertaining to unmanned aircraft provisions. 
 
NAMIC is the largest property/casualty insurance trade association in the country, with more 
than 1,400 member companies. NAMIC supports regional and local mutual insurance 
companies on main streets across America and many of the country’s largest national insurers. 
NAMIC members represent 40 percent of the total property/casualty insurance market, serve 
more than 170 million policyholders, and write nearly $225 billion in annual premiums. In 
Utah, we represent 149 insurers doing business in the state, comprising 43 percent of the 
marketplace. 
 
We have worked with a number of legislatures this year on legislation pertaining to unmanned 
aerial systems (UAS).  While we do not believe that SB 210 presents any problems for 
insurers, we would point out that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will be coming 
out with comprehensive regulations pertaining to UAS later this year.  Many of these 
regulations, we expect, will preempt state and local laws – including some provisions of SB 
210. 
 
Our suggestion would be to take up the issue of state regulation of UAS in the interim, to 
allow stakeholders to weigh in with the benefit of having the FAA regulations in hand.  
Otherwise, we can foresee a situation where legislation would have to be filed in 2017 to 
modify legislative efforts this year so as to make Utah’s statutes on UAS congruent with 
federal regulations. 
 
We appreciate Senator Harper’s efforts on this legislation and his willingness to balance 
safety concerns with the needs of those who use UAS in various applications.  I hope you will 
feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns about our position. 
 



 
 
 
  
 
 

 
Sincerely,  

 

 
 
Paul Martin 
Director – State Affairs 
Southwest Region 
 
 


