
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 27, 2016 
 
 
The Honorable Kevin Petersen 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Insurance 
Room 105W, State Capitol Building 
Madison, Wisconsin 53708  
 
    Re:   Testimony Letter in Support of AB 782 – Committee Hearing, January 28, 2016 
 
Dear Chairman Peterson and Members of the Committee: 
 
The National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies (NAMIC) writes in support of 
AB 782, a bill that will help reduce the number of uninsured motorists on Wisconsin 
roads.  
 
NAMIC is the largest property/casualty insurance trade association in the country, 
serving regional and local mutual insurance companies on main streets across America as 
well as many of the country’s largest national insurers. NAMIC consists of more than 
1,300 property/casualty insurance companies serving more than 135 million auto, home, 
and business policyholders, with more than $208 billion in premiums.  In Wisconsin, we 
have 195 member companies, including 113 domiciled companies, which underwrite 
53% of the state’s insurance business.  
 
The problem of uninsured motorists has vexed policymakers ever since driving an 
automobile became a common practice.  Uninsured motorists unfairly impose the cost of 
their lack of insurance upon responsible drivers, who must use other coverage, such as 
their uninsured motorist and collision insurance to pay for damages that should be 
covered by the uninsured motorist. 
 
NAMIC applauds the sponsors of AB 782 for their collective effort to tackle this 
problem. 
 
AB 782 takes important steps to rectify the situation by structuring incentives via firm, 
but fair, fines and improving mechanisms, such as by enhancing the SR-22 tool, that let 
uninsured motorists know Wisconsin is serious about uninsured driving.  The bill also 
helps create the environment for the driver to learn that the purpose of insurance is not 
just to protect other motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians, but to also protect the driver 
from nagging adverse consequences associated with liability for damage caused to others.    
 



 
Chairman Ron Petersen 
January 27, 2016 
Page Two 
  
 
We appreciate your effort in giving this issue the serious attention it deserves.  If there is 
anything NAMIC can do to assist you, or if you have any questions or comments, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.  In the meantime, I remain, 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Johnston 
Director, State Affairs - Midwest Region 
 


