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Hawaii State Legislature        March 29, 2016 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health  
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Filed via electronic testimony submission system 
 
RE: HB 1705, Electronic Proof of Insurance - NAMIC’s Written Testimony in Support  
 
Dear Senator Baker, Chair; Senator Kidani, Vice Chair; and honorable members of the 
Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health: 

 
 

Thank you for providing the National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies (NAMIC) an 
opportunity to submit written testimony to your committee for the March 29, 2016, public 
hearing. Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the public hearing, because of a previously 
scheduled professional obligation.  

NAMIC is the largest property/casualty insurance trade association in the country, serving 
regional and local mutual insurance companies on main streets across America as well as many 
of the country’s largest national insurers.  
 
The 1,300 NAMIC member companies serve more than 135 million auto, home and business 
policyholders and write more than $208 billion in annual premiums, accounting for 48 percent of 
the automobile/homeowners market and 33 percent of the business insurance market. NAMIC 
has 69 members who write property/casualty and workers’ compensation insurance in the State 
of Hawaii, which represents 30% of the insurance marketplace.  
 
NAMIC fully supports HB 1705, because it will allow insurance consumers the opportunity to 
benefit from modern communications technology and display proof of state mandated auto 
insurance coverage via a mobile device. NAMIC believes that the proposed legislation is an 
insurance consumer-friendly bill that addresses the modern realities of the electronic 
communications age, where consumers maintain a host of important personal records on their 
mobile devices. 
  
HB 1705 is consistent with e-commerce legislation that is sweeping across the country. In fact, 
the vast majority of states in the country have adopted legislation that allows insurance 
consumers to provide proof of insurance to a law enforcement officer via their mobile device, 
and NAMIC expects that the remaining few states yet to adopt such legislation will do so very 
soon.  

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=CPH
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NAMIC commends the legislative sponsors for drafting legislation that protects insurer and 
consumer choice, by allowing insurers and policyholders the option of continuing to use paper 
insurance cards as proof of insurance, if they desire not to issue or use electronic proof of 
insurance. NAMIC also appreciates the language in the bill that addresses the privacy protection 
needs of motorists and the damage liability protection needs of law enforcement officer, who 
will have to handle the mobile device.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to contact me at 303.907.0587 or at 
crataj@namic.org, if you would like to discuss NAMIC’s written testimony.  
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Christian John Rataj, Esq. 
NAMIC Senior Director – State Affairs, Western Region                        
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