


Understanding your political Risk

As insurers, you know the importance of managing risk.  You do it everyday. 
You manage risk related to weather, catastrophe, fire, and even investments.  You 
have seen the danger of failing to prepare for the future, and you understand how 
damaging it can be to your business and, most importantly, your policyholders.  
Political risk - the risk your organization faces from federal or state government and 
regulatory intrusion - is just as real as a hurricane or tornado. This is why managing 
your political risk is so critical.  

Restrictions on underwriting freedoms, ruinous tax rates, and hostile and 
overbearing regulatory regimes are examples of governmental actions that can 
potentially destroy your business.  Just as you take action to mitigate risk against 
calamitous financial losses, political involvement protects against policies that 
undermine the property/casualty insurance industry – and the perfect way to get 
involved is NAMIC PAC.

NAMIC believes that it is easier to elect like-minded legislators than it is to change 
the minds of those already in office.  NAMIC PAC supports candidates who endorse 
legislation that is important to your business and who are consistent with NAMIC’s 
mission and goals – to promote a financially sound, competitive, and private 
insurance market.  There is no  better way to protect yourself and your business 
from political harm than to help elect lawmakers who know they have a powerful 
constituency of insurance industry professionals that is politically aware and actively 
involved.  You must invest in efforts to protect yourself against political risks just as 
you would invest to protect yourself against other risks that face your business every 
day.  Mitigate your political risk by joining NAMIC PAC today.  



Our issues 
	� Right now a wide range of issues – each of vital importance to the property/casualty 

insurance industry – are before Congress and state legislatures. They include:

	 • Opposing the creation of dual regulation
	 • Support of ongoing efforts for state-based rate modernization
	 • Protecting underwriting freedoms – such as the use of credit-based insurance scoring
	 • Protecting the McCarran-Ferguson antitrust exemption 
	 • Encouraging pre-disaster mitigation efforts
	 • Fending off ruinous tax hikes

If property/casualty insurance is your profession, 
politics must be an important part of your business.



NAMIC PAC Makes the Top 20 of Insurance Industry PACs 	
There are over 4,000 federally registered PACs in the United States, each one competing 
for the attention and support of our elected officials.
 
Virtually every service offered by an insurance company or association is controlled, 
affected or regulated by legislation. Now more than ever, when our industry and principles 
are under unprecedented pressure from well-funded interest groups to implement further 
restrictions, insurance companies and their employees can no longer choose to be political 
spectators. The decisions now being made by policymakers will dramatically impact your 
business in the months and years to come.

Your support matters and gives us the power to be heard! The proof is below.

According to the Center for Responsive Politics, a nonpartisan and independent nonprofit 
research group that aims to create a more involved and informed voter by openly tracking 
money in U.S. politics and its effect on elections and public policy, NAMIC PAC has 
made the Insurance Industry’s Top 20 Political Actions Committees Contributions to 
Federal Candidates for the first time. Of 135 insurance industry PACs donating to federal 
candidates, NAMIC PAC is #20. NAMIC PAC jumped 10 spots from #30 after the 2006 
elections to #20 after the 2008 elections. 

This data represents only those contributions given to federal candidates and is not a 
measure of total contributions or total receipts by each PAC. PACs also contribute to state 
candidates, party committees, and leadership committees.

The Stakes Are High…

Insurance Industry Top 20 PACs
2008 Election Cycle

AFLAC Inc. $1,595,000

National Association of Insurance & Financial Advisors $1,474,700

New York Life Insurance $1,291,850

Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of America $1,033,000

Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance $681,500

USAA $531,553

Metlife Inc. $527,676

Liberty Mutual Insurance $513,553

Council of Insurance Agents and Brokers $504,219

Hartford Financial Services $485,864

National Association of Health Underwriters $437,250

Property Casualty Insurers Association of America $415,700

Travelers Companies $405,250

Genworth Financial $370,250

American Council of Life Insurers $354,742

Pacific Mutual Life $352,500

Blue Cross & Blue Shield Association $343,500

America’s Health Insurance Plans $324,500

Prudential Financial $316,500

National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies $311,000



As property/casualty insurance professionals, our focus is on the future. By protecting our 	
clients from dangerous risks, we help them face that future with confidence.

�As the voice of property/casualty insurance in government, NAMIC PAC plays a vital role  
in protecting the future of our industry. With each passing day, we face new challenges such  
as restrictive regulation and legislation that run contrary to the idea of free markets and  
could place undue burdens on our members.  

�We can best address these challenges over the long term by helping build legislative bodies  
that consist of members who share our values and concerns.

	In the 2008 elections NAMIC  PAC invested $406,000 in candidates for federal and state 
offices and were successful in 72 percent of those races. We plan to invest more than that for 
the 2010 elections. NAMIC PAC’s electoral strategy is simple: we actively study every race 
across the nation and support those candidates who understand the important role property/
casualty insurers play in the national economy and who believe that a stable and healthy 
marketplace that promotes competition is the best way to keep our industry and the country 
moving forward. 

�Your support for NAMIC PAC is important – not just financially, but because of the moral 
weight your participation brings to the political process. Our industry has a proud history  
of defending individual freedoms, while supporting our communities in times of need.  
By speaking with a single voice, we make a real difference in the quality of our government.

Together, we will be heard.

What is NAMIC PAC? 	
		�  NAMIC is the only national trade association protecting the interests of the mutual  

property/casualty insurance industry. NAMIC PAC is a non-profit political action  
committee. We provide our members the opportunity to pool their political contributions  
in support of federal and state legislative candidates whose beliefs in free market and  
positions on insurance regulation are most likely to promote a positive business  
environment for our industry.	   

		�  Operating independently of any political party, NAMIC PAC strives to educate Congress 
about our industry – through legislative analysis, professional lobbying, grassroots contacts, 
and long-term political relationships – to ensure that our interests are heard.

		

Together We Make A Difference


